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Medical ethics is an area that has particular interest for the general public as well as for the medical

practitioner, and issues concerning medical ethics seem to be constantly in the headlines. This

short and accessible introduction provides an invaluable tool with which to think about the ethical

values that lie at the heart of medicine.Tony Hope deals with thorny moral issues, including

euthanasia and the morality of killing. He also explores political questions, such as how we can

make sure health care resources are distributed fairly. Each chapter in the book considers a

different issue, for example, genetics, modern reproductive technologies, resource allocation,

mental health, and medical research. Each section also discusses controversial questions such as:

Who should have access to reproductive technology? Is it right to fund expensive drug treatment for

individuals? Should treatment for mental illness be imposed on patients without their consent?

Considering a wide range of questions of medical ethics, this Very Short Introduction will help to

explain some of the confusing issues facing the field of medicine today.About the Series: Combining

authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of

life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest

contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from

philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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`...engrossing taster'Paul Nettleton, Guardian Life



Tony Hope is Professor of Medical Ethics at Oxford University and co-author of both the Oxford

Handbook of Clinical Medicine and Manage Your Mind.

Perhaps the best 100-page Introduction to Medical Ethics out there. I used this text for a medical

ethics discussion section of an Introduction to Ethics course. Ideal for a course where there was a

lot of other reading (of primary texts, i.e., Aristotle, Kant, Mill, etc.) The author is clear and concise,

and while this isn't by any means a survey book, it provides a nice overview of a number of issues in

medical ethics.

I really like this collection in general. This is not the best of the very short intros I've read but it's not

the worst either. If you are looking for a quick overview of the major issues in (bio)medical ethics this

is a good place to start.The books is slanted more towards the practice than purely theoretical

philosophy; however, the theory is absolutely discussed. The book has a good 'tools for thinking'

chapter that covers a lot of the theoretical ground.Topics covered include but aren't limited to:

euthanasia, statistics, the unborn, psychiatric concerns, genetic concerns, medical research ethics.

excellent short survey-intro

Interesting Perspective

Good book and shipping

No problem

ok

I am considering using this in a class in medical ethics, so ordered a copy. It's a very good

overview, well written, entertaining yet informative. The topics are timely as well. I'll definitely be

considering this.
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